Countable and Uncountable Nouns
A. Countable Nouns
Definition
Countable nouns are nouns that can be counted. They have singular and plural forms.
Examples
· one book → two books
· one apple → five apples
· one child → many children
· one chair → six chairs
Words Used with Countable Nouns
· a, an
· one, two, three...
· many
· few
· several
Sentences
· I have three pencils.
· There are many birds in the tree.
· She bought an orange.
B. Uncountable Nouns
Definition
Uncountable nouns cannot be counted one by one. They usually have only one form.
Examples
· water
· milk
· rice
· sugar
· salt
· sand
· air
· furniture
· information
· advice
Words Used with Uncountable Nouns
· much
· little
· some
· a lot of
Sentences
· Please give me some water.
· There is little milk left.
Measuring Uncountable Nouns
Use measurement words:
· a glass of water
· a bottle of milk
· a bowl of rice
· a spoonful of sugar
· a piece of advice
Difference Between Countable and Uncountable Nouns
	Countable Nouns
	Uncountable Nouns

	Can be counted
	Cannot be counted individually

	Have singular and plural forms
	Usually have only one form

	Use many, few, a/an
	Use much, little, some

	Example: books, pens, apples
	Example: water, rice, milk



Singular and Plural Nouns
A. Singular Nouns
Definition
A singular noun names one person, place, animal, or thing.
Examples
· boy
· girl
· book
· tree
· cat
· pencil
Sentences
· The boy is reading.
· I have a book.
· The cat is sleeping.
B. Plural Nouns
Definition
A plural noun names more than one person, place, animal, or thing.
Examples
· boys
· girls
· books
· trees
· cats
· pencils
Sentences
· The boys are playing.
· We bought new books.
· The cats are sleeping.
Rules for Forming Plural Nouns
Rule 1: Add -s
Most nouns become plural by adding -s.
	Singular
	Plural

	book
	books

	pen
	pens

	apple
	apples

	bird
	birds

	toy
	toys


Rule 2: Add -es
Add -es to nouns ending in s, ss, sh, ch, x, or z.
	Singular
	Plural

	bus
	buses

	class
	classes

	brush
	brushes

	watch
	watches

	box
	boxes

	quiz
	quizzes


Rule 3: Change y to -ies
If a noun ends in a consonant + y, change y to -ies.
	Singular
	Plural

	baby
	babies

	city
	cities

	lady
	ladies

	story
	stories

	country
	countries


Exception: If y comes after a vowel, simply add -s.
	Singular
	Plural

	boy
	boys

	toy
	toys

	key
	keys

	monkey
	monkeys


Rule 4: Change -f or -fe to -ves
Some nouns ending in -f or -fe change to -ves.
	Singular
	Plural

	leaf
	leaves

	wolf
	wolves

	knife
	knives

	wife
	wives

	life
	lives


Exceptions: roof → roofs, chief → chiefs, belief → beliefs
Rule 5: Irregular Plurals
Some nouns have special plural forms.
	Singular
	Plural

	man
	men

	woman
	women

	child
	children

	foot
	feet

	tooth
	teeth

	goose
	geese

	mouse
	mice

	ox
	oxen


Rule 6: Same Singular and Plural Form
Some nouns have the same form in both singular and plural.
	Singular
	Plural

	sheep
	sheep

	deer
	deer

	fish*
	fish*


*("Fishes" may be used when referring to different species.)
Rule 7: Nouns Used Only in the Plural
Some nouns are always used in the plural.
Examples:
· scissors
· trousers
· spectacles
· shorts
· jeans
Sentences:
· My scissors are sharp.
· These trousers are new.
Gender
Definition
Gender tells whether a noun refers to a male, female, both, or neither.
A. Masculine Gender
Names of males.
Examples:
· boy
· king
· lion
· uncle
· rooster
B. Feminine Gender
Names of females.
Examples:
· girl
· queen
· lioness
· aunt
· hen
C. Common Gender
Can refer to either a male or a female.
Examples:
· child
· student
· teacher
· friend
· doctor
· cousin
D. Neuter Gender
Names of non-living things.
Examples:
· table
· book
· chair
· computer
· school
· mountain
Masculine – Feminine Pairs
	Masculine
	Feminine

	King
	Queen

	Boy
	Girl

	Man
	Woman

	Father
	Mother

	Uncle
	Aunt

	Brother
	Sister

	Son
	Daughter

	Husband
	Wife

	Prince
	Princess

	Lion
	Lioness

	Tiger
	Tigress

	Peacock
	Peahen

	Rooster
	Hen

	Bull
	Cow

	Fox
	Vixen


Possessive Nouns
Definition
A possessive noun shows ownership or belonging.
Rule 1
Add 's to a singular noun.
Examples:
· Riya's bag
· Rahul's book
· The dog's tail
· The teacher's desk
Rule 2
Add ' after a plural noun ending in s.
Examples:
· girls' hostel
· boys' playground
· teachers' room
· birds' nests
Rule 3
If a plural noun does not end in s, add 's.
Examples:
· children's toys
· men's shoes
· women's dresses
· people's opinions
Examples in Sentences
· Rohan's bicycle is new.
· The cat's tail is long.
· The girls' classroom is clean.
· The children's books are on the shelf.
· My mother's purse is on the table.
